Koolhoven F.K.49A HA Models resin
Ambulance plane
Scale 1:72
First a bit of history of the original aircraft is presented. The Koolhoven F.K.49 has been developed on request
of the Dutch Ordnance Survey (Topographische Dienst, TD) and the Air Service of the Dutch Army (Luchtvaartafdeling, LVA) and was operated by the LVA. The cooperation between the TD and the LVA existed already longer and for cartography and aerial photography a Fokker F.VIIa/3m or a Fokker C.IV of the LVA was
used, for which only the direct operational cost was charged. The last one was not really fit for the task, the observer/photographer was sitting in open air and the available equipment was limited. The LVA used the first
aircraft for other missions too -training, transport, bombing flights- so was badly available. The three-engine
plane was also relatively expensive in operating. The Royal Dutch Airlines (KLM) had also an aircraft specifically equipped for cartography/aerial photography, the Fokker F.VIII PH-OTO, but this plane was commercially exploited, so even more expensive.
So an alternative was sought, which was less expensive to operate than these aircraft. When the Koolhoven
F.K.48 appeared in 1934, a passenger aircraft accommodating six people and motorized by two De Havilland
Gipsy Major engines of 135 horsepower, such an alternative seemed available. From the F.K.48 Koolhoven developed in 1934-1935 the F.K.49, equipped with an on-board dark room.
The F.K.49 has been further developed in three versions with more powerful engines, which were assigned the
designation F.K.49A. The first one was an aircraft for cartography and aerial photography for the Turkish Air
Force with Ranger V-770 B-4 engines of 305 hp, the second one an ambulance aircraft for the Finnish Coast
Guard with Hirth 508C engines of 285 hp, which could be equipped with a wheel or (EDO) float landing gear.
The third F.K.49A version, two aircraft with Argus AS-10-C engines of 200 hp, has been ordered by Rumania.
They were. The first two F.K.49A’s have been delivered to the customers, the last two, built according to
the specification for the Turkish aircraft, were under
construction, when the Koolhoven factory was destroyed during the German bombing in 1940 of the
Waalhaven airport in Rotterdam. The Finnish aircraft
made its first flight on November 3, 1939 and has
flown for some time in the Netherlands with floats and
orange triangles under the military registration 1001
before it has been delivered to Finland in January 1940. Here a short movie of this Finnish F.K.49A can be
found.
The kit comes in an A5 envelope type carton box and
contains 54 resin parts, a transparent vacform canopy,
assorted pieces of brass and styrene rod, a piece of
styrene to produce the control horns, a piece of transparent plastic for the cabin windows and a decal sheet,
all packed in separate plastic bags.

The decal sheet allows to build two different versions,
the version as it has flown in the Netherlands in 1940
with black edged orange triangles and rudder with
LVA registration 1001 and the version as is has flown
with the Finnish coast guard with civil registration OHMVE.
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Koolhoven F.K.49

November 1939

The kit contains 1/72 scale drawings of the aircraft,
copied from the original Koolhoven drawings.
The instruction booklet illustrates the step by step
construction with photographs of the actual building
of the model. It suggests also the painting scheme of
the model and gives indications for the decal placement.
The main characteristics of the F.K.49A (Finnish version, c/n 4903) are:

Ref.
16.00 m
11.80 m
3.18 m
Two Hirth HM 508 inverted V8, 285 hp
5

Span
Length
Height
Engine
Crew/passengers

1:72
222.2 mm
163.9 mm
44.2 mm

model
mm
mm
mm

The model is …..

Fuselage, cockpit and cabin
Wing
Tail surfaces
Decals
Propellers, nacelles and exhausts
Wheel undercarriage and floats
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Appendix

F.K.49A documentation
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Photographs
If no reference is given, the pictures have been taken
from the Internet/Wikipedia.

[Source: ref. 5]

Drawings

[Source: ref. 7]

[Source: ref. 7]

Certificate of Airworthiness (CoA) of the Finnish F.K.49A (courtesy Harry van der Meer/
Aviodrome)

The aircraft was certified for the transportation of five
persons, including crew, and a maximum weight of 2740
kg, at an empty weight excluding radio of 2000 kg.

Rob Hamann; 17-03-2018 - 3

