Fokker C.I Omega Modelsi resin kit
Biplane reconnaissance
Scale 1:72
The Fokker C.I, which had the factory designation
V.38, was a derivative of the Fokker D.VII, enlarged
to carry an observer and with a limited capacity to
carry bombs. Another major modification was the relocation of the fuel tank in a streamlined compartment
between the wheels, which was judged to be a safer
location. The span was enlarged relative to the D.VII
to carry the extra weight, but the length and height are
almost the same. The airplane arrived too late (September 1919) to play a role on the battlefield, but was
rather successful after WW I. A version with a heavier
Hispano-Suiza engine of 220 hp has specifically been build for the Spanish air force and designated Fokker
C.III. The C.I’s of the Dutch air force (LVA, Luchtvaart Afdeling) have been upgraded at the end of the 1920’s
with Armstrong Siddeley Mongoose and Lynx engines (designated C.Ia, see the pictures at the end of this
building report), and some served until the Second World War as training aircraft.

The kit contains resin parts, two rubber tires, a piece
of clear plastic for the windscreen, decals for a German army and a Soviet Russian version and an instruction sheet. The parts are of good quality, but
rather coarseii.
The instruction sheet contains ample information to
building the model. Detailed drawings explain the engine build-up and the cockpit interior. Painting instructions are included, indicating the Humbrol colours to be used. There are no decals included for the
lozenge camouflage finishing of the German army
version. I have built the Soviet version, improvising a
random green camouflage pattern on the light blue
overall finish.
Many references contain information on the C.I. Alting (ref. 1), Geldhof (ref. 2), Grosz (ref. 3), Hegener
(ref. 4), Hooftman (ref. 5 and 6), van de Noort (ref. 7),
Schoenmaker (ref. 8), Vliegwereld (ref. 9) and Fokker Bulletin (ref. 24) report dimensions of the C.I. Hegener,
Leaman (ref. 10) and Weyl (ref. 11) give also a three-view drawing.

Fokker C.I

Span (upper wing)
Length
Height
Engine
Crew
Armament

September 1918

Ref.
10.49-10.85 m
7.20-7.25 m
2.85-2.87 m
BMW IIIa, 185 hp
2
1 Spandau machine gun, 1 movable Spandau machine gun, 4 x 12.5 kg bombs

1:72
145.7-150.7 mm
100.0-100.7 mm
39.6-39.9 mm

model
mm
mm
mm

Cockpit
The cockpit interior is very detailed. It requires some patience to place all components in it and I have used
photographs of the C.I and D.VII interior to find the correct location (the instruction sheet indicates them only
globally).
Fuselage
The engine is very well detailed; it is a pity that most of that will be hidden when the model is finished. It offers, however, the opportunity to build a version where the engine compartment covers are (partly) removed.
Fitting the engine in the fuselage requires some Dremel work to accommodate it. After mounting the engine
covers and the tail surfaces I have applied putty to the joints and have sanded carefully.
Wing
The lower wing fits in a recess in the fuselage, and is easy to fix in the correct location. After gluing the lower
wing to the fuselage and finishing the joints with putty and sanding, the assembly has been painted, as well as
the upper wing and the inter-wing and cabane struts. I have fitted the N-struts first, ensuring that the upper wing
arrived an approximately correct position relative to the pilot and observer position (check with the top view in
the instruction sheet; some trial and error may be required). Then the upper wing has been attached, and when
dry the cabane struts have been fitted and glued in place.
Undercarriage
Fitting the undercarriage struts and the fuel tank/axle must be done fast and careful, such that the wings are
horizontal. Having rubber tires is very nice, but prevents the trick of correcting small deviations from the horizontal by removing some material from the underside of the wheel.
Final assembly
Only things to be done now is applying the red star decals, cutting out the windscreens and gluing them in place
with white glue and mounting the observers machine gun, which is rather crude as well as its mounting. I have
left it as it was, but it deserves to be replaced by a finer detailed resin or white metal copy. I have not added
control cables and undercarriage bracing wires.
Below some pictures of the completed model. The overall appearance is quite good, but the wings are a bit to
thick and of course the wing and undercarriage struts are too heavy compared to what can be seen on photographs. Also, the top upper wing does not show the slight V-shape of the original, introduced by building the
wing upside down in the usual Fokker fashion.
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Three versions of the Fokker C.I. From right to left the original C.I with BMW IIIa engine, the upgraded C.Ia with Armstrong Siddeley Lynx engine and the (single) upgraded C.Ia with Armstrong Siddeley Mongoose engineiii.

References
1.

P. Alting, Fokkers in Uniform, Driekwart eeuw militaire Fokker vliegtuigen, pp. 26-27, 59, Rebo Produkties, Sassenheim, 1998

2.

N. Geldhof, 70 Jaar Marineluchtvaartdienst, pp. 21, 183, 214, Uitgeverij Eisma B.V., Leeuwarden, 1987

3.

P.M. Grosz & V. Koos, Fokker Flugzeugwerke in Deutschland 1912-1921, pp. 69-70, 123, ISBN 3-89880-355-4,
2004

4.

H. Hegener, Fokker, The Man and the Aircraft, pp. 96, 179, 213, 219, ISBN 0-8168-6370-9, 1961

5.

H. Hooftman, Van Brik tot Starfighter, Deel I: Met stofbril en leren vliegkap, pp. 52-57, 63-66, La Rivière & Voorhoeve, Zwolle, 1962
Rob Hamann; 16-07-2004 - 3

Fokker C.I

September 1918

6.

H. Hooftman, Van Farman tot Neptune, Deel I: Romantiek van watervliegtuigen en vliegboten, pp. 79-80, 92, La Rivière & Voorhoeve, Zwolle, 1964

7.

P.F.A. van de Noort, Fokkers 'Roaring Twenties', De vliegtuigen van de Amerikaanse Fokker-fabrieken, p. 62, Rebo
Producties, Sassenheim, 1988

8.

W. Schoenmaker & T. Postma, Klu Vliegtuigen, De vliegtuigen van de Koninklijke Luchtmacht vanaf 1913, pp. 33-35,
ISBN 90 6013 966 6, 1987

9.

Vliegwereld, Het Dertigjarige Bestaan van de Nederlandse Fokkerfabriek 1929 – 1949, p. 470, Jaargang 15, No. 29,
1949

10. P. Leaman, Fokker Aircraft of World War One, pp. 141-143, ISBN 1 86126 353 8, 2001
11. A.R. Weyl, Fokker: The Creative Years, pp. 298-301, Putnam, London, 1965
12. K. van de Berg, R. Hezemans & E. Koolhaas, Van Luchtvaartafdeling tot Koninklijke Luchtmacht, 75 jaar militaire
luchtvaart in Nederland, p. 14, Rebo Produkties, Sassenheim, 1988
13. W. Geneste, 75 Jaar Vliegende Marine, Never a dull moment, p. 170, Marinevoorlichting, Den Haag & Uitgeverij
Eisma, Leeuwarden, 1992
14. H. Hooftman, Fokker, Bekende en onbekende vliegtuigtypes van A.H.G. Fokker, Neerlands grootste vliegtuigbouwer,
p. 34-35, ARTI beeld encyclopedie 36 , Alkmaar, 1959
15. H. Hooftman, Nederlandse Vliegtuig Encyclopedie, Burgerluchtvaart in Nederland, Deel 1; Van H-NABA tot PHAEZ, p. 19, Cockpit-Uitgeverij, Bennekom, 1979
16. H. Hooftman, Nederlandse Vliegtuig Encyclopedie, Burgerluchtvaart in Nederland, Deel 2; Van H-NAFA tot PH-AIZ,
pp. 54, 146, Cockpit-Uitgeverij, Bennekom, 1980
17. A. Imrie, Fokker Fighters of World War One, Vintage Warbirds No. 6, p. 59, ISBN 0-85368-782-X, 1986
18. G.H. Kamphuis, 75 jaar MLD, p. 9, De Alk, Alkmaar, 1992
19. V. Koos, Die Fokker-Flugzeugwerke in Schwerin, Geschichte - Produktion - Typen, p. 29, ISBN 3-928820-21-4, 1993
20. T. Postma, Fameuze Fokker Vliegtuigen, p. 28, Luchtvaart in Beeld nr. 1, Omniboek, Kampen, 1978
21. T. Postma, Fokker, Bouwer aan de Wereldluchtvaart, pp. 42, 46, Fibula - Van Dishoeck, Haarlem, 1979
22. F. Troost, S. van der Zee & W. van Zoetendaal, Salto Mortale - Fokker in bedrijf 1911-1996, p. 147, ISBN
907557410X, 1998
23. W.C.J. Westerop, Fokker en de twintigste eeuw: een historische relatie, p.18, ISBN 90-9011870-5, 1998
24. Fokker Bulletin, Fokker, Nederlandsche Vliegtuigenfabriek 1919-1929, Vol. V, Nos. 9, 10, 11 and 12, pp. 52-53, 55,
93, NV Nederlandsche Vliegtuigenfabriek, Amsterdam, 1929
i

www.omega-models.com

ii

This may be improved now. It is quite a while ago I have built the kit, and the newer Fokker C.Ia kits of Omega Models are far better
quality.

iii
All models built from Omega Models kits. Clearly noticeable is the continued improvement of the kits (and may be my improving
building skills).
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